Howard H. Kennedy Jr.

February 19, 1942 - November 16, 2025

With heavy hearts, we announce the passing of Howard Holden Kennedy, Jr.,
83 of Tyler, Texas. He passed into Eternal Rest on November 16, 2025 in
Lindale, Texas. Howard was born February 19, 1942 in Hawkins, Texas to the
late Howard Holden and Doris Nadine (Acker) Kennedy.

Howard is survived by his wife, Kay, of 63 years and their children: Jan Renee
(Tony) Foster, Jill Aimee (Robin) Wood, and Kara Jeanne (Tim) Beck as well
as grandchildren: Caleb McLelland, Christopher (Peyton) Colston, Laura
(Nathan) Gray, Mason (Karlie) Wood, Samuel Wood, Zane (Katie) Beck,
Zachary Beck, and Alexandra Beck. He is also survived by great
grandchildren: James Holden Gray, John Hayes Gray, Maggie Jeanne Gray,
Jude Henry Gray, Kohen Wyatt Wood, Willard Bowen Wood, Emersyn Ruth
Colston, and Raelynn Michelle Beck, as well as siblings: Wanda Mooney,
Velma (Sherman) Noble, William (Charlotte) Kennedy and special cousins ,
Darrell (Reba) Poole.

He attended Hawkins High School and Tyler Junior College. After high school
he enlisted in the U S Air Force serving from 1961-1965. On July 14, 1962, he
married Mary Kay Richey at the home of the bride’s parents in Hawkins.

Throughout Howard’s life, he enjoyed hunting, fishing, and being outdoors. He
joined the Tyler Fire Department on November 17, 1969, and rose through the



ranks, retiring January 2, 2005 as Captain after 35 years of service. During his
service, he was awarded the Fireman of the Year in 1978, Certificate of
Appreciation from State Representative Bob Glaze of the State of Texas
House of Representatives for saving the life of a young child on May 8, 1993.
After retirement, he was awarded the 2013 Legends Award by the Tyler Fire
Department.

Graveside services will be provided by Caudle Rutledge Daugherty Funeral
Home, Lindale, Texas. Burial will be at the Pine Forest Cemetery on Saturday,
November 22 at 10:00 AM in Hopkins County, Texas.

Special remarks will be delivered by Jan Foster with closing prayer by Robin
Wood.

Honorary pallbearers will be grandsons: Caleb McLelland, Christopher
Colston, Mason Wood, Samuel Wood, Zane Beck, and Zachary Beck

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Pine Forest Cemetery
Association in care of Dianna McGregor, 608 County Road 3367, Pickton,
Texas 75471 or to the charity of one’s choice.



Cemetery Details

Pine Forest Cemetery

300 CR 3310
Pickton, TX 75471

Previous Events

Graveside Service

NOV 22. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Pine Forest Cemetery
300 CR 3310
Pickton, TX 75471



Tribute Wall

Larry Phillips and your work family planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Howard H. Kennedy Jr..

Larry Phillips and your work family - November 20, 2025 at 10:58 AM

Large Basket Garden was purchased for the
family of Howard H. Kennedy Jr..

November 20, 2025 at 10:58 AM

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of
Howard H. Kennedy Jr..

November 18, 2025 at 08:02 PM

As a child, my parents bought groceries from his dad Howard Sr. |
have fond memories of him and all his family. Great people!

Larry Bartram - November 17, 2025 at 08:27 PM


https://www.caudle-rutledge.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1414&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.caudle-rutledge.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1414&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.caudle-rutledge.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.caudle-rutledge.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Sherry Vance planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Howard H.
Kennedy Jr..

Sherry Vance - November 16, 2025 at 11:48 PM

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Howard H. Kennedy Jr..

November 16, 2025 at 11:48 PM

My cousin Junior was someone | always looked up to as a talented
outdoors-man, a willing teacher, and a generous person. He was a
great mentor and a humble man who intuitively knew how to make
others feel welcome and capable. He could always find the positive
in life and loved to laugh and make others smile. | have always
admired him as a good person, outstanding father and a human
who made this life better for others.

My thoughts and prayers are with his wife, daughters and other
close family who are dealing with the hole his passing leaves. May
he rest in peace... Martha

Martha Courtney - November 16, 2025 at 08:43 PM

I looked forward to seeing Howard at the Kennedy family reunion each
year. He will be missed. - Jean Ann Taylor

Jean Taylor - November 18, 2025 at 01:08 PM


https://www.caudle-rutledge.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.caudle-rutledge.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

