John L. Brown
May 8, 1954 - December 31, 2021

John L. Brown was born May 8, 1954, in Tyler, TX to Merton O. & Anna
Brown. He attended and graduated from John Tyler High school and later
graduated from The University of Texas at Tyler with a BS in Business
Administration.

During his youth, John found what would become a lifelong passion for
hunting, fishing, working, and helping people. However, his family and the
relationships he developed with others would always be the most important
things to him.

Family was everything to John. He loved helping and encouraging his children
and grandchildren. As a father he was an ever-present source of love,
positivity, and optimism. Through his own actions we were taught: to have
complete faith in the Lord, to be kind to others as well as ourselves, to be
honest with ourselves in reflection, to always forgive, to love life, and a
plethora of other principles he knew made for a great life. John was a true role
model.

John would often mentor and help others if he thought they needed a friend or
a helping hand. He would treat them as family and do anything he could to
help them, even if he went without.

John began his career at La Gloria Oil & Gas on June 19, 1975. A few years
after starting, he transferred to the Boiler Unit where he spent the next 43
years until his retirement in June of 2020 as a Chief Operator. For John, the
Boilers and then the Cat/Boilers was home away from home. He loved the



units and all of those he worked with over the years.

He formed many lifelong friendships at the Plant and went on countless
hunting and fishing trips with these men and their families. Those were some
of his most fond memories.

John had many friends throughout his life. His love for his friends and people
was evident through his countless acts of kindness and selflessness.

Of all these friends there were a few that impacted his life the most:

Randy Alexander was John’s childhood friend. They grew up together and
were the best of friends through thick and thin. They kept in touch throughout
his life, and he cherished their friendship.

He thought of Doyle Carter, Jeff Gaddis, and Johnny Wilkerson as brothers
and spoke of them to his sons as though they were giants.

Tim Milligan was like a son to John, and he found joy in helping him in any
way he could, even if that meant sinking a bulldozer. Though that “may or may
not” have been John.

John passed away peacefully on Friday, December 31, 2021, at his home in
Lindale. He was preceded in death by his parents, Merton O. & Anna R.
Brown, and sister Olivia Dianna “Ann” Drew.

John is survived by his sons and daughters-in-law, David & Alisha Brown of
Lindale and Lance & Allyson Brown of Tyler; sister, Sylvia Brown of Tyler;
grandchildren, Brett, Dylan, Jayse, and Lyra Brown; and numerous other
loving family members.

A Celebration of Life will be announced at a later time with longtime friend
Doug McQueen as an honorary speaker.
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My Coworker John was a very nice, helpful,Intelligent, friendly to all.
John had a strong work ethic so you could depend on him.

| remember many conversations over, politics and money but mostly
kids, duck hunting.

John loved his family and they knew it.

If you need help, John would do it. He was an excellent process
boiler operator who could make you steam when you need it most,
during an emergency. He will be missed. When you look up and see
a cloud that looks like it could have been made by steam, think of
John.

M Cross - April 18, 2022 at 06:52 AM

I knew John {we called him Buddy" as a child growing up. He was
the first friend | made when we moved to the neighborhood.
Although | haven't seen him in years, | still remember him as a good
natured and a good friend. My prayers are with his family, and |
know he will be greatly missed.

DAVID P HEAD - January 27, 2022 at 02:50 PM



John was a friends friend. He never met a stranger! He was one of
those friends that you knew if you had a need, John would be there
to help. He would do so many selfless acts for others and never
think twice about it. | have many wonderful memories and | thank
God for all of them and for bringing this man into my life. Miss you
my buddy!

Doug McQueen - January 15, 2022 at 09:17 AM

John and | were childhood buds and lived on the same street
(Kenilworth St.) in Tyler. Went to Jr. High and High School together.
He was in my wedding even though he could barely stand after his
recent accident but he toughed it out through a traditional catholic
wedding! Our little neighborhood mischievous gang was called the
"Kenilworth Kats" and consisted of Ted Beatty, Don and Earl Wilson,
Lynn Hudspeth, my brother Ron and me. We may or may not have
been responsible for many water balloons hitting passing cars on
Garden Valley. John and | did a little rodeoing as well. John got
hung up on a bull one night and got dragged all over the arena.
John's head finally found a metal fence post that broke him loose.
Pretty sure that post was bent because John's head had a knot on it
the size of Texas. Oh. the good old days!

We love you John. God's peace to his family.
Don and Sharon Caldwell

Don Caldwell - January 10, 2022 at 11:19 AM
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Lance - January 07, 2022 at 03:38 PM
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Lance - January 07, 2022 at 11:51 AM



