Mary Frances Le Tulle

July 11, 1947 - May 22, 2021

Mary Frances Le Tulle, known to friends and family as “Francie” or “France,”
passed away on May 22, 2021, after a long battle with cancer. Francie was
strikingly beautiful, with long dark hair and large brown eyes, like her mother
and namesake, Mary Frances Bowdoin Le Tulle. In her youth, middle, and old
age, she attracted many friends. Even as age turned her hair white, and the
cancer began to destroy her body, her face maintained it’s lovely appearance.
She was glamorous and loved to go out in the evening in jewels, sparkles,
and fine apparel. She glittered. She

glowed. She loved the spotlight and had pizazz. Francie was highly intelligent,
with a clever and quick wit. As an artist and painter, she was imaginative; as
an elementary art teacher, warm and caring. She loved meeting people from
every culture, and she incorporated into her own life the elements of many
cultures. Her accomplishments were varied: She acted in a play at the
University of Texas, where she obtained degrees in French and Italian. She
also earned a masters degree in counseling at Texas A&l (now part of A&M
University). She joined a sorority at UT, played the symbols in the Longhorn
Band, taught English in South Korea, where she also acquired a black belt in
karate. She was involved with an anti-aging medical society. She taught
meditation and wrote books; specifically, one about dream interpretation and
another about color therapy. There will always be more to say about Francie
—-more to remember, more to understand, more to shed tears over. She was
like a giant jigsaw puzzle: there were so many aspects to her personality and



character that no one person could see all of them. Most people saw only a
small piece, a part of the whole person. Only God could ever put together all
the pieces to reveal the beautiful portrait He designed in the person of
Frances Le Tulle. She was enchanting and enigmatic, had enormous
charisma, was funny and fiery and feisty. Her quick and clever wit was
appreciated by her friends and family, as well as her excellent and very keen
intellect. She was also loving and kind, offering compassion and a
sympathetic ear to many. Her friends loved her very much, and even people
she had only known a short time were impressed and amazed, drawn to the
magnet that was Frances Le Tulle. Had life’'s vagaries gone a little differently
for her, she had the

seeds of true greatness within. Finally, Francie was proud of her heritage—
French and Native American on her mother’s side, from the Bowdoins of
Lindale—and French on her father’s side, from Matagorda County. She spoke
frequently about the Bowdoin ancestors, James Bowdoin, founder of Bowdoin
College in Brunswick, Maine, and also of her extended Bowdoin family,
including her grandfather, John R. Bowdoin, a farmer and businessman of
Lindale and Smith County. She was also proud of her grandfather on her
father’s side, John James LeTulle, Jr., of Bay City. She was proud that the
family name came from Tulle, France, and she often spoke about a royal
connection through Count Victor Le Tulle, purportedly an attaché to Napoleon
Bonaparte. She wanted to go to France before she passed away, but it was
not possible to fulfill this wish. Now, she has gone to live in another place and
in another dimension, where, surely, all her best qualities can shine and flash
and flourish, unencumbered, in the care of her Heavenly Father. She is
survived by her sister, Suzanne Bowdoin Le Tulle, her nephew, James
Stearman, Jr., her great niece, Jaycee Stearman, and great nephew, Brodie
Stearman, cousins on the Bowdoin and Le Tulle sides of the family. She
specifically wanted George Loving, her uncle, to know that she tried and
wanted to come to see him before her death, but she was unable to do so.



A private family funeral will be held in Lindale on Saturday, May 29, followed
by a celebration of life in Horseshoe Bay, Texas at a time and day yet to be
determined. Those wishing to honor Frances are invited to contribute to the
charity or charities of their own choosing, or to send remembrances to
Caudle-Rutledge Funeral Home, P.O. Box 5, Lindale, Texas 75771.

May the Lord bless her and welcome her to a mansion big enough to hold her
vibrant, fiery light, her warm and loving spirit, and all her creative ideas. May
peace surround her eternally. She will be greatly missed.



Cemetery Details

Lindale City Cemetery

702 West South Street
Lindale, TX 75771



Tribute Wall

Mary Frances Le Tulle

October 05, 2023 at 02:48 AM

Mary Frances Le Tulle

October 05, 2023 at 12:01 AM

As the owner of the local auto repair/care shop in the Horseshoe
Bay area, | was lucky enough for France to bless my customer
lounge on a several occasions. I'm thankful that she trusted us to
work on a few of her vehicles but my eyes just lit up when she
would talk about her old MG, being that I've always wanted to find
one and it's been on my bucket list for years.

She was always surrounded by friends and neighbors giving a
helping hand... which seems to me to be a reflection of how much
she was loved. She's a member of our community that will definitely
be missed.

Ken Wilke - July 16, 2021 at 07:36 PM



I will always remember my best buddy from second, third and fourth
grade. We had many a sleep over when we pigged out on Oreo
cookies and milk. Oreo cookies became such a symbol of our
friendship. We gave each other packages of these cookies for
birthdays and Christmases up until recently. We played dolls and
other imaginative games. Our idol was Marilyn Monroe. We aspired
to be like her. Francie made me smile, made me laugh, made me
feel important. Even after my move to Beaumont after fourth grade,
Francie’s friendship endured. A part of Francie will be with me
forever. Adieu, ma chere amie. Tu resteras toujours vivante dans
mon coeur.

Diane Nizza - May 29, 2021 at 03:52 PM
Bless you Francie. May you Rest In Peace and flourish like never
before! Hugs, Susan Johnson

susan johnson - May 28, 2021 at 05:12 PM
Vernell Schievelbein; Dan Schievelbein

purchased the Beautiful Heart Bouquet for the
family of Mary Frances Le Tulle.

Vernell Schievelbein; Dan Schievelbein - May 25, 2021 at
08:48 PM


https://www.caudle-rutledge.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.caudle-rutledge.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

