Mayor Rev. Dr. James E.
Ballard

September 17, 1940 - May 10, 2008

Memorial services for Mayor Rev. Dr. James Elmer Ballard, age 67, of Lindale
are scheduled for 2:00 P.M. Friday, May 16, 2008 in the Cross Brand Cowboy
Church located at 11915 FM 2015, Tyler, Texas 75708 with Pastor Mike
Morrow, Rev. Charles Geller, Rev. Tommy Lyles, Chaplain Wes McDuffie, &
Chaplain Harold Elliott officiating. Mayor Ballard died Saturday, May 10, 2008
in a Tyler hospital. He was born in Denver, Colorado on September 17, 1940
and moved to Douglassville, TX in 1984 and later to Tyler in 1990 and then to
Lindale in 2000.

Rev. Dr. James E. Ballard has been serving as the Mayor of Lindale since
May 2006. Dr. Ballard pastored First United Methodist Churches in Colorado
and Texas for 27 years before retiring in 2006. He has been serving as the
Senior Chaplain for the Tyler Police Department since 1995; along with
serving as Chaplain for the Lindale Police Department and the Texas
Department of Public Safety. Dr. Ballard is a Certified Master Chaplain with
the International Conference of Police Chaplains where he also serves as the
Chairperson of the Nominating Committee and the Regional Treasurer for the
South Central Region. Dr. Ballard is actively involved with the Tyler Police
Department and their community relations program and has served on many
civic committees for the betterment of his community. Dr. Ballard currently
serves on the Board of the Children's Advocacy Center, Board of the East
Texas Council of Governments and Vice President of the Texas Municipal



League. He was also a 32nd Degree Mason- Highlands Lodge #86, and a
Shriner with the EI Jebel Shrine, both in Denver, Colorado. A Past Patron of
Fern Chapter #94 Order of the Eastern Star and a Member of the Sons of
Confederate Veterans.

James received his seminary education from St. Paul School of Theology in
Kansas City, Missouri graduating in 1986 and then in 1989 he graduated with
honors from the Texarkana Community College in Texarkana, Texas with an
Associate Degree in Psychology, where he was a member of the Phi Theta
Kappa Honors Fraternity. He earned his Bachelors Degree in 1991 and his
Masters Degree in 1993 from the University of Biblical Studies in Bethany,
Oklahoma and in 1995 Dr. Ballard earned his Ph.D. with high honors from the
American Bible College and Seminary in Bethany, Oklahoma. Dr. Ballard
received his Ordination as Deacon from the Texas Annual Conference in
Houston, Texas in 1989 and then as Elder in 1994. From 1982-1984 he
served the Kirk United Methodist Church and ldalia United Methodist Church
in Colorado and then from 1984-1990 he served the Douglassville United
Methodist Church and the Union Chapel United Methodist Church in
Douglassville, Texas. In 1990 he came to St. Paul United Methodist Church in
Tyler and in 2000 moved to Lindale First United Methodist Church until
retirement. Dr. Ballard is also a graduate of the Colorado Law Enforcement
Training Academy and was a Certified Peace Officer in the State of Colorado
for 10 years. He has also served his community as a paramedic, fireman and
manager of Wells Fargo Armored Car ATM Division.

Dr. Ballard has served as Chaplain of the Day for the Texas Legislature,
Chaplain for the Civil Air Patrol, Chaplain of the Douglassville Volunteer Fire
Department, President of the Wesley Foundation at Tyler Junior College,
President of the Greater Atlanta Area Ministerial Alliance in Atlanta, Texas,
President of the Tyler Ministerial Alliance, President of the Lindale Ministerial
Alliance, Vice-President of the Smith County Children's Advocacy Center,



Committee Chairman for Human Needs Day, Leadership Tyler Chamber of
Commerce 1997, Committee Chair for the ICPC Regional Training Seminar
1998, Committee Chair for Justice Day, Leadership Tyler Chamber of
Commerce 2002, Board Member of Opportunities in Tyler and Board Member
of the International Conference of Police Chaplains.

Dr. Ballard has also served on committees and been a participant in
organizations such as St. Paul Children's Foundation Board, Shalom Zone for
the United Methodist Church, Hispanic Committee for the Texas Conference
of the U.M.C., Committee on Religion and Race for the Texas Conference of
the U.M.C., PA.T.H. 10th Anniversary Celebration, Justice Day Committee
2001 for Leadership Tyler, National Day of Prayer, Curriculum Committee for
Leadership Tyler, Tyler Against Graffiti, Advisory Committee for Trinity Mother
Frances Task Force North Tyler Health Center, Hospice Team of Trinity
Mother Frances Home Care, Graduate of Leadership Tyler, Class X (Chamber
of Commerce), Graduate of the 1st Citizen's Police Academy Tyler Police
Department 1996, Graduate of the 1st Hispanic Cultural Class Tyler Police
Department 1996, Graduate of the Leadership Foundation of New East Texas
1997 and numerous Church Committees and Boards.

Dr. Ballard has also received many awards and recognitions which include the
Ken Ashlock Award for Excellence in Chaplaincy 2007, Tyler Police
Department Volunteer of the Year 1995, 2001 & 2005, Tyler Police
Department KTBB Volunteer of the Day 1996, 2004 & 2007, Tyler Police
Department Certificate of Merit 2003, Tyler Police Certificate of Civic
Achievement 2004, Tyler Police Department Police commendation 2005,
Presidential Coin from the International Conference of Police Chaplains 2003,
Tyler Morning Telegraph Angels Among Us 2000, Tyler Morning Telegraph
Angels of Comfort 2004, Martin Luther King, Jr. Award for Non-Violent Social
Change 2001, Bishop's Award for Evangelism 1991, Biblical Scholar Award?



American Bible Society 1995, Teacher of the Year Award for the Tyler District
Texas Conference of the U. M. C. 1996, Excellence in Hispanic Ministry Texas
Conference of the U. M. C. 1996, Recipient of a Proclamation from the City of
Tyler 1995, Certificates of Appreciation from the Civil Air Patrol 1996, Glenda
M. Bandy Distinguished Alumni Award Leadership Tyler 2001. Dr. Ballard was
preceded in death by his father, EImer W. Slaughter; sister, Geraldine Scott;
and Grandson, Aric Ballard.

Dr. Ballard is survived by his dear Wife of 30 years, Diane Ballard of Lindale
who is employed by the Tyler Police Department in the Crime Scene Unit; 3
Sons & Daughters-in-law, Timothy & Debbie of Golden, Colorado; Joshua &
Shelly of Arlington, Texas; and Jeremiah & Amanda of Tyler; 6 Grandchildren,
Zachariah, Michael, Timothy, Jr., Elizabeth, Seth and Elijah; Mother, Ruth
Chapman of Lakewood, Colorado; a Brother, Louis Chapman of Brighton,
Colorado, numerous Nieces and Nephews, and a host of friends.

Serving as pallbearers will be Chief Dan Somes, Trooper Chris Callaway,
Officer Harold Snyder, Officer Clint Gardner, Officer D. G. Cook, & Sgt. Darin
Grissom.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to St. Paul Children's Foundation,
1358 E. Richards Street, Tyler, Texas 75702 or to the Children's Advocacy
Center, 2210 Frankston Highway, Tyler, Texas 75701.



Tribute Wall

Mayor Rev. Dr. James E. Ballard

October 05, 2023 at 02:48 AM

Mayor Rev. Dr. James E. Ballard

October 05, 2023 at 12:01 AM

Chappy was a wonderful man and a great source of strength for us
at the DPS office. He was always there with an encouraging word
and a smile to brighten our day!!! He was there for me through the
loss of my mother...and helped me through alot after she
passed...he will be missed and he is loved by so
many!!!##imported-begin##Christy McAllister##timported-end##

June 04, 2008 at 11:31 AM

Diane our thoughts and prayers will be with you in the weeks to
come. There is some much | could say about Chappy but | think he
would will smile when | say this. Rev J. Ballard &quot;Chappy&quot;
served with me for 9 years. We fought numerous engagements
agianst criminals and outlaws. He was cheerful in all circumstances.
Never sherked a task. ALWAYS willing to listen. He was like a
brother.##timported-begin## Trooper Chris Callaway##imported-
end##

May 22, 2008 at 05:57 PM



It was an honor to serve with James on the ICPC Region 7 Board of
Directors. My thoughts and prayers are with Diane and the entire
family. May you rest in the comfort of God&#39;s eternal
love.##imported-begin##Bob Heath##timported-end##

May 21, 2008 at 03:26 PM

Dear Ballard Family
Connie and | wish to express our condolences to you. We are sorry
we missed your celebration.As sad as his passing is we greive as

Grace and peace to you.##timported-begin##Dave & Connie
Hicks##imported-end##

May 18, 2008 at 04:23 PM

James was a great man. Got to get to know him while going to
church at the FUMC in Lindale before moving to Oklahoma. My
thoughts and prayers goes out to his immediate and extended
family.##imported-begin##Michael & Holli Cunningham##imported-
end##

May 16, 2008 at 07:38 PM
Diane and family - we mourn the loss of family with you. Jim was an
effervescent being!##imported-begin##Dean and Paula

Hollenbeck##imported-end##

May 16, 2008 at 03:15 PM



##imported-begin##Sgt. Odie Hitt##imported-end##

May 16, 2008 at 09:26 AM

Chaplain Ballard was a great source of strength to the DPS and
several employees personally in their time of need. He was always
smiling when he came to the office. He will be missed greatly. It is
my hope that our prayers for the family will comfort you as he did
us.##timported-begin##Sandy Uzzell##imported-end##

May 16, 2008 at 08:18 AM

Jim was a man who believed in the Lord and shared that faith and
knowledge with others. His love for his family was an important part
of who he was. Our thoughts and prayers are with you, Diane and
family. Cherish your memories. They will live with you
forever.##timported-begint##Dan, Dawn, Trevor & Logan
Auseni#ttimported-end##

May 15, 2008 at 09:35 PM

Getting to know Mayor Ballard over the last year it was obvious his
selfless dedication to public service and his deep love of his family. |
am grateful to have known him , even for such a short time. With
sympathy and prayers to his family from mine.##imported-
begin##Andrea Baird##imported-end##

May 15, 2008 at 06:31 PM



&quot;Chappy&quot; was a great man with a comforting personality
and always quick with a kind word. He will be missed by his DPS
family##imported-begin##Suzy Cooley#imported-end##

May 15, 2008 at 02:21 PM

| served on ETCOG Executive committee with Mayor Ballard.was a
good person and served well. He will be missed.##imported-
begin#ttJerry Westttimported-end##

May 14, 2008 at 03:47 PM

1&#39;ve had the great priviledge of serving with Mayor Ballard on
the ETCOG Board. He was a good man who served his community
and the others around him. My thoughts and prayers are with his
family.##imported-begin##Mayor Angela Raiborn##imported-end##

May 14, 2008 at 09:33 AM

| am sad to learn of James&#39; passing but know that there is
rejoicing in that Church Triumphant. My prayer are with you through
this time.

God&#39;s Peace,

Mike##imported-begin##Rev. Dr. Mike Deaton##imported-end##

May 14, 2008 at 07:36 AM



James was always more than just our pastor and friend, he was a
living example of God&#39;s love through his wealth of knowledge
and his never ending compassion to others. We will truly miss
James and our thoughts and prayers go out to Diane, Jeremiah,
Joshua and their entire family.##imported-begin##Dave and
Heather Wilson##imported-end##

May 14, 2008 at 07:27 AM

Dr. Ballard was the heart and soul of FUMC-Lindale for many years.
He was in fact, living the life he professed, a Christian life. He was a
gifted teacher and a kind and compassionate man. In all the years |
knew him | never once heard him utter an unkind word of anyone.
He fought the good fight and now he is in the presence of our Lord
whom he loved so very much. We are better for having known such
a wonderful man.##imported-begin##Jeff & Marilyn
Baker##timported-end##

May 13, 2008 at 11:23 AM

Mayor Ballard has been a real pleasure to know. He truly had a kind
and compassionate heart for everyone. He will be greatly missed.
Our prayers and love go to all of his immediate and extended family.
Blessings, Regina Douglas##imported-begin##Regina & Michael
Douglas##imported-end##

May 12, 2008 at 04:21 PM
| worked with him at Food Fast Corp. We will all miss him. My heart
felt sympathy goes to his Family. ##imported-begin##Margaret

Adkins##imported-end##

May 12, 2008 at 12:52 PM



James was a fountain of knowledge concerning God&#39;s word.
We learned much from him and his will be missed. | know he is
finally at home and deserves the peace of being in God&#39;s
house. Our prayers go out to his family.##imported-begin##Kevin
and Christine Kjosa##imported-end##

May 11, 2008 at 06:58 AM



